
1. Using PRELIS to import data 
hFile � Import Data 
 - select file type from drop-down box, locate data file to be imported (many  
   file types, including SAS, SPSS, and Excel) 
 - complete Save As procedure in new  
             dialog box (save as .psf) 
 
hNew data appears in spreadsheet format 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
hChecking imported data: 
 - Data � Define Variables: 
 - Select variable, click Variable Type,  
              switch variables to continuous (assumption of  
              SEM); note: “apply to all” option in dialog box 
 - Missing Values: define your missing values; 
             note: the global missing value = -999999.000  
             (the number assigned by PRELIS when a  
             number is missing) 
 - Data Screening: Statistics � Data Screening  
             (gives basic descriptive statistics and response  

  patterns) 
 

2. Putting sufficient statistics directly into LISREL syntax 
hObtain the means, standard deviations and correlation matrix (sufficient statistics)  
 for the data in separate statistical 
 package (SAS, SPSS, etc.) 
 
hInsert these sufficient statistics  
 directly into the LISREL syntax after  
 the DA command. Note the two-letter  
 LISREL commands: 
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Excel � SAS 
hOpen SAS 
hFile � Import Data 
hSelect ‘Standard data source’ box, Next> 

hLocate Excel workbook to be imported, Next> 

hSelect table in workbook to be imported, Next> 

hChoose where data will be located in SAS 
   - select library and enter filename (member) to create 

data set in SAS 

hOptional PROC IMPORT 
   - writes syntax into a SAS program to do IMPORT 

process (useful if working in SAS repeatedly) 
h Click ‘Finish’ if not creating IMPORT statement 

SAS � Excel 
hFile � Export Data 

hSelect Library and file name (Member), Next> 

hCheck ‘Standard data source’ box 
   - select ‘Microsoft Excel 97,2000 or 2002 Workbook’ 

from drop-down menu, Next> 

hSave to an existing Excel workbook 
   - either replace file or append to file, OK 

hAssign table name for Excel workbook, Next> 

hOptional PROC EXPORT 
   - this writes syntax of the export process to save time 

if this export will be done repeatedly 
   - saves to existing SAS program 

h Click ‘Finish’ if not creating PROC EXPORT 
statement 

SPSS � SAS 
hWith active data set in SPSS window… 
   - File � Save As 
   - save as type: 
        SAS v7+ Windows short extension (*.sd7) OR 
        SAS v7+ Windows long extension (*.sas7bdat) 

SPSS � Excel 
hSame ‘Save As’ process as SPSS � SAS procedure, 
but select .xls format instead of .sd7 or .sas7bdat 

3. Reading in data from text files 
 
Option A: Using a text file that contains raw data 
hIn most cases this will require an export of  
data from its original format into either an ASCII  
or tab delimited file with no variable names 
 
hReference the raw data using an RA command.  
 The below example references a data file called  
 “posneg.txt” that is located in the same folder as  
 The LISREL syntax file: 
 
    RA=posneg.txt 
 
Option B: Using a text file containing sufficient statistics 
h Obtain the means, standard deviations and  
  a correlation matrix (sufficient statistics)  
  for the data from a separate statistical 
  package (SAS, SPSS, etc.) 
   - Create a tab delimited file that contains the  

means, SD’s, and the lower half of the  
correlation matrix of your data: 

 
hReference the file in the LISREL syntax with the following commands: 
 - note: No specification of path needed  

(in any data import procedure) if syntax  
and data file are saved in the same folder  
on your computer 

Useful data transformations 
 


